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these requirements are forwarded herewith to the NRO as formal initial 
guidance in defining and developing such a system, together with the further. 
requests contained in paragraph 7 of this report. 
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ile these requirements, however, the Board recognized 

that there are other SIGINT and imagery systems being considered or developed 
and that each of these candidate systems could entail significant acquisition 
costs. Consequently it should be noted that the value of a near-real-time 

system must also be related to the value of current capabilities or to other 
candidate systems. As recommended in the report, these USIB approved 
requirements may have to be adjusted as the feasibility and cost implications 
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are identified and assessed and as a total NRP plan is developed. 
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consideration of this subject. at the iorthcoming EXCOM meeting. 
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This memorandum is in response to the USIB directive 
requirements 


a. 
MIREX (reference a) to prepare a statement of intelligence 
-time imagery satellite system for USIB consideration 

correspondence between the Deputy Secretary 
intelligence {noted in reference b}, 
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Control System USIB-D-46, 4/30 
(COMIREX-D-13. 7/6) 
16 July 1969 
Limited Distribution 
REVISED 24 July 1969 

information oi value to current intelligence, scarch, and surveillance 

tasks. The COMIREDX study was transmitied to the NRO Dy ene USiB 

With ihe request that y and report to USIB on 


the feasibility and approximate cost of a 
iv outlined therein. ar. tvhe 


'@ summary ort 
near-real-time system 
specific guidan q 
June 1969 was 

the USI3 on 16 June 
USIB and NRO paper 
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‘initial form 


considerations would require development of a 
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the NRO evaluate tne stu 
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s and cane idea: that the potential value of a multi- 
i 


ime system was sufficiently demonstrable to warrant 


mal requirements and the pe movement toward 


efinition, 


tudies in references 2 and c both concluded that 


m that would be used against a.wide variety of 
1 intelligence problems. The referenced studies 


ppropriately configured near-real-time imagery system 
Ss 


ficantly in determining enemy capabilities 
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Analysis of crises and other fast-breaking events. 


Strategic warning/indications. 


ry 


arget surveillance and activity analysis. 
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Current intelligence reporting. 
Support of military operating commands and 
planning, to include tactical applications 


nd during periods of active wariare. 


Monitoring arms limitation or disarmament 


3 
Handle via BYEMAN 
Gontrel System 


Approved for Release: 2021/04/08 C05096616 


2021/04/08 C05096616 


Approved for Release 


vets Vhaisalaae 


es 


ah 


wad 


now 


ae 
a 


rai 
had 


we 


VS eC 


’ 


a 


ones 


an eee 


nd 


dae 


na 


EIT 


or 


oO 


Oo Wel 


tion oO 


ormula 


ra 
i 


a 


Ww 


Rr 
i, 


N 


Ce ek 


Lt 


Sole 


su 


atic 
236er, 


wad 


me On 


eee 
wan ol 


i 


co 


. ON 
exm. 


th 
baa 


NRO wi 


Th 


ra 
v 


CW Wi 


Us, 
evi 


ch 


DOL 


we 


wate ad 


Da). 
2 


ov 


oO 


inte 
a 


a 


de 


n 
system ca 


em A 


iMmuin 


consi 


ade 


rahe 


ame aah 
o 


aD ees 


c 


Silas 
wale 


ees 
eal 


OF 


2 
a 


em 
eh ee 


itial 


hiTLS 


*~ 
eee 


oak 


i 


2021/04/08 C05096616. 


wtos was ans Approved for Release 


Approved for Release: 2021/04/08 C05096616 


oy 
BYSALAN 


4 


raps 


A 
peers es 


GAMSIT/= iON 


hte on C) . 


Ws tt 
bi 


y 
me 
ac 


eneral terms; t 


@ 


a 
ca 


ee ne oe oye 


nt to bascre obtai 
resolution, 
two-foot resolu 


~*~ 
a4 


image quality age 
the later KH-7 mi 
reconstructed i 


at nadir. 


a 


oo 


or equivalent should 
to conduct limited sea 


-real- 


g between 


: ony against ae COMIREX target 


ment assumes most imagery 
stereo coverage will 


returning he to 
 Noxth norea, 


cen sters. 


wn 


wir 


GAM ee IEXAGON 


is 


Approved for Release: 2021/04/08 C05096616 


Approved for Release: 2021/04/08 C05096616 


ia BYEMAN 
System GAMBIT/HEXAGON USIB-D-46. 


oa 
O 


wot 
Gy] 


; $s 
timely support.to the seat-of-government and national command 
authorities, initial interpretatio i i 


take place in ths area. If it is technically 
and economically feasible, the system should be capable of 
in 


‘in synchronous orbits and by the employment of relatively rapid 
processing rates on the ground for at least selected targe 


i s t 
Further study will be needed to determine the means and timeli- 


nes 
requirements of unified and specified commanders for the timely 
dissemination of selected imagery. 

g. Tasking Response Time. It is desired that 
targeting response time be such that targeting on subsequent 
passes can, when necessary, be based on information read 
out from a previous pass on the same day. It is assumed, 
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oi degraded imagery. ecaus 
design penalties, physical deni 
imagery is recommended as the an 
t al denial cannot achieve an 


return security. If physica 
CCE” table degree of security and it appears necessary to 
ow feasibility and 


an encryption route, careful study of 
mmand data 


cost should be undertaken, Targeting c 
between the ground and satellites in the system should be 
secure, 


alternatives the NRO should favor concepts and hardware 
that will permit ‘long run growth in terms of both the quality 
and quantity of imagery obtained, with the proviso tha 
such growth potential considerations do not unduly delay 

the attainment of a near-real-time system, 


war It is recommended that USIB: 


Approve these requirements for forwarding 
in defining and 


a. 
to the NRO as formal initial guidance 
developing a near-real-time imagery satellite system; 
ion Request the NRO to indicate whether further 
detail or explanation is needed at this time; 
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om Request that as NRO assesses the feasibility 
anc cost implications ofthese requirements it identify and 
acvise the USIB of those which, with minor modification, 
might permit either a significant seduction in cost or result 
in @ major improvement in capaoility; and 

a. Request that NRO end COMIREX inaugurate 
& periocic, perhaps quarterly, joint review of progress and 

imation and understanding 
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